TEXTILES: LINEN	in
the name of the English Linen Company, established a' manu-
factory' of cambrics and lawns at Winchelsea; over £20,000
was expended on buildings and for other purposes; it had 86
looms at work ; and it employed 160 spinners, winders and
weavers, chiefly French and Flemings, besides 26 apprentices1.
In the controversy over the French trade 2 the position
of the English linen industry was presented in an optimistic
light, in order to strengthen the argument that we could dis- «j
pense with French goods 3. Another account of the industry
in 1738 depicted its condition less favourably. It stated that
most of the counties north of the Trent made coarse linen,
but the quantity produced in Great Britain and Ireland
did not answer for above one-fourth of the home consump-
tion in England, and there were several kinds of linen which
could not be made in Scotland or Ireland 4. Linen was
made in many parts of England—in Manchester and other
Lancashire towns, near York, for a radius of eight or ten
miles around Knaresborough, at Bromsgrove, Carlisle,
Chester, Cleveland, Darlington and Lowther, near Reading,
about Leicester and Derby, in Dorset, Hampshire, North-
umberland, Somerset, Wiltshire 5. The industry enjoyed a
measure of State protection, since linen when exported not
only paid no duty (1716), but received a bounty (1743) *.
Moreover in 1756 the duties on imported yarn were re-
moved in the interests of the linen manufacturers7, amidst
protests from Glasgow, Paisley, Hull, Preston and other
places which objected that " the duty on foreign yarn being
1	Statutes at Large, vii. 485 ; House of Commons Journals, xxix. 785.
2	Infra, vol. iii. 99 seq.
8 The value of the native linen manufacture was represented at three-
quarters of the amount imported into England: The British Merchant (ed.
1721), i. 13 ; ii. 209-215.
* House of Commons Journals, xxiii. 77, 121. In 1756 it was stated
that England produced about one-third of her requirements (about
25,800,000 yards were made here; 30,000,000 were imported from the
Continent; 12,200,000 from Ireland; 12,000,000 from Scotland): Gill,
The Rise of the Irish Linen Industry, u.
6 House of Commons Journals, xvii. 408 ; xxv. 870 ; xxxiv. 208. Reports
from the Committees of the House of Commons, ii. 67-69 ; iii. 105.
6	Statutes at Large, v. 77 (1716) ; vi, 186-187 (1743).   For the amount
paid 1743—1771, see Macpherson, Annals of Commerce, iii. 515-516.
7	Linen yarn was also mixed with cotton (to make fustians:  supra,
p. 96) and wool (to make linsey-woolsies : Yarrauton, England's Improve"
ment, 1677, p. 146).

